
Freedom of Expression 

 

COMPELLING 

STATE INTEREST 

EXPRESSION 

TYPE 

COURTS USE A BALANCING TEST 

TO DETERMINE 

CONSTITUTIONALITY 

 

PURE SPEECH- HIGHEST PROTECTION 

 

• SPEAKING 

 

• WRITING 

 

• FILMING 

 

• DRAWING 

SYMBOLIC SPEECH  

 

• SPEECH PLUS PHYSICAL ACTION 

 

• PROTECTED BUT RESTRICTIONS ON 

o TIME 

o PLACE 

o MANNER 

 

UNPROTECTED SPEECH 

• OBSCENITY 

• DEFAMATION 

• “FIGHTING WORDS” 


