Unit 1 Overview – Constitutional Underpinnings (5-15%)
Exam – September 7, 2011
Text – Chapters 1-3


Unless otherwise notified, the following preparation is required for each class. You may have unannounced quizzes that assess whether or not you read the materials, watched the video or completed other assigned activities. Due dates reference tangible items that must be submitted by the date specified.   Additional assignments may be added. Online class calendar and GOPO Announcements (website) trumps this overview. Quizzes will be given each Tuesday (unless exam day) and Friday.
	Date


	Topic
	Preparation for Class
	Due

	8/22
Mon
	Welcome 

Intro to American Political Theory
	
	

	8/23
Tue
	The Policymaking System
Discussion of Policy Project (PP)
	Text – Ch. 1, pp 2-12


	News article about a current event at the federal level

	8/24
Wed
	Theories of Democracy

Discussion of Policy Project
	Text – Ch. 1, pp 13-23

News articles/videos on website
	Twitter account
FB group 

	8/25
Thu
	The 2011 Political Environment 
The People, The Issues, & Events
	“Taking the Hill: Inside Congress” (Dateline, 7-31)
Link on Website
	Video Notes 

	8/26
Fri
	Constitutional Convention – Day 1
Part 1 - Weaknesses of Articles
Part 2 - The Compromises
	Text – Ch. 2, pp 28-44


	Policy project proposal 

	8/29
Mon
	Constitutional Convention – Day 2

Part 3 - The Madisonian Model
Part 4 - Fed vs. Anti-Fed
Part 5 - Amending the Constitution
	Text – Ch. 2, pp 44-62

Federalist #10 & #51
	Political ideology assessments

	8/30
Tue
	QUIZ – Ch. 1 & 2, Pol Environment
Federalism – Day 1

Part 1 –Division of Power

Part 2 – National Supremacy


	Study for QUIZ

Text – Ch. 3, pp 66-75

Constitution – Articles I & VI
	PP poster (1/2 size)

	8/31

Wed
	Federalism – Day 2
Part 2 – National Supremacy (cont)

Part 3 – State Powers


	Text – Ch. 3, pp 72-75

Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland
Gibbons v. Ogden

U.S. v. Lopez
	

	9/1

Thu
	Federalism – Day 3

Part 4 – States Obligations

Part 5 – Types

Part 6 – Fiscal Federalism


	Text – Ch. 3, pp 75-88


	Federalism Cakes
(Optional)

	9/2

Fri
	QUIZ – Ch 3, Pol Environment
Hot Topics Deliberation – Current conflicts involving federalism
	Study for QUIZ

Briefs – Federalism topics (online)
	

	9/5
	LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
	
	

	9/6

Tue
	MOCK SCOTUS CONFIRMATION

Senate Judiciary Hearing

Federalism & Role of Government


	Instructions (online)

Confirmation videos (online)


	Confirmation briefs (online)

	9/7

Wed
	EXAM

60 M/C Questions

(M/U Exam during class on Thursday)
	
	UNIT 1

Study Guide 

(Will not accept late)


