Unit 2: Political Beliefs & Behaviors

Due September 20, 2011
1. Identify demographic trends and their likely impact on American politics.
	Demographic Trend
	Trend Description & Facts
	Impact on American Politics

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Identify the factors of political socialization.  Rank them from #1 (most important) to #5 (least important).  Then, explain your ranking.
	Socialization Factor

	Your Ranking
	Why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Party Platform Analysis
	Issue
	Democratic Platform
	Republican Platform

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Which platform, if either, best represents your political beliefs?  Why?
5. Describe how the two platforms differ in tone and organization.

6. Describe how the national and state platforms differ.  
7. Who writes the platforms?  Where?  (We’ll discuss in class.)

8. After reviewing the Libertarian Platform, how does it compare to those of the two major parties?  

9. What, if anything, do you like about the Libertarian Platform?
10.  In your own words, describe a liberal.

11.  In your own words, describe a conservative.
12. In your own words, describe a populist.
13. In your own words, describe a libertarian.
14. How do young and old people differ on issues?
15. Provide two examples of the gender gap’s effect on presidential elections.

16. What was the conclusion of The American Voter?
17. What are the two major types of political participation?

18. Identify types of conventional participation.
	Type of 

Conventional Participation


	You
	Family
	Popularity
	Trending

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


19.  Identify types of political protest.
	Examples of Protest


	Historical Examples
	Would you?

What issue(s)? 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


20.  How does political participation vary among different groups of Americans?

21. What is meant by the ‘scope of government’?  What is your opinion about its scope? 
22. Identify four purposes of polling.
	Purposes of Polling



	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.


23.  Identify four effects of polling on elections. 

	The Effects of Polling on Elections



	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.


24. Identify the five components of scientific polling.
	Scientific Polling Components


	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.


25.  Briefly describe the history of polling in American politics.
26. What is a ‘push poll’?
27. Identify some criticisms of polling.
	Criticisms of Polling



	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.


28.  Know all the vocabulary terms from Chapter 6.
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